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ANNUAL, 

LAW  REGISTER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Vols.  4th.  for  1821,2. 


THE  Editor  informs  the  Publick,  that  Two  volumes  of  this  annual 


work,  will  soon  be  published.  (1) 

Under  the  title,  of  66  State  Laws  and  Regulations ,  $•€.”  they  will 
comprise  a  great  body  of  information  separately  compiled  for  the 


States  of, 

1.  ALABAMA 

2.  CONNECTICUT 

3.  DELAWARE 

4.  GEORGIA 

5.  INDIANA 

6.  ILLINOIS 

7.  KENTUCKY 

8.  LOUISIANA 

9.  MAINE 

10.  MARY  I,  AND 

11.  MASSACHUSETTS 

12.  MISSISSIPPI 


13.  MISSOURI 

14.  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

15.  NEW  JERSEY 

16.  NEW  YORK 

17.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

18.  OHIO 

19.  PENNSYLVANIA 

20.  RHODE  ISLAND 

21 .  SOUTH  CAR  OLINA 

22.  TENNESSEE 

23.  VIRGINIA 

24.  VERMONT 


CONTENTS. 


The  SUBJECTS  treated  of  in  each  state,  are 
the  following, 

I.  STATE  OFFICERS, 

And  officers  of  the  U  States,  connected  with 
the  judicial  department,  and  some  others;  their 
names,  residence,  titles,  tenure  of  office,  mode  of 
appointment,  salaries,  &c. 

II.  THE  TIMES  AND  PLACES 

Of  holding  the  several  circuit  and  district  courts, 
of  the  U.  States  ;  the  states  composing  each  cir¬ 
cuit,  and  the  names  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  of  the  district  judges,  who  preside  in 
each. 

HI.  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT, 

And  the  **  times  of  the  meeting  of  the  le¬ 
gislature ,”  in  each  state. 

IV.  Of  ATTORNIES  &  COUNSELLORS, 
in  each  state  .* 

On  what  terms  of  previous  study,  examination, 
See  and  hy  whom  admitted  ;  and  how,  from  other 
states,  &cc.  with  the  “  constitutions”  of  certain  as¬ 
sociations  of  the  bar  ;  and  incidental  notes  and  ob¬ 
servations. 

(1)  'Che  unf?iished  States  are  “  Maine,” 
i(Nev>  Jersey ”  “Delaware”  and  “ Kentucky 
The  copy  however  of  each  is  prepared,  and  in  the 

Press. 


V.  LAWS  AND  LAW  BOOKS, 

of  each  state. 

Statutes:  an  account  of  the  prior  and  latest 
editions;  the  periods  they  comprise,  and  how  ci¬ 
ted  ;  the  public  laws  in  pamphlets  since,  and  how 
obtained. 

Digests  and  abridgments  of  state  laws  ex¬ 
tant  :  the  periods  they  contain ;  and  others  pre¬ 
paring. 

State  Reports  :  (and  also,  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  U.  States,)  chrotiologically 
arranged  ;  with  their  titles  at  large  ;  the  periods 
comprised  in  each  volume  ;  the  times  of  publica¬ 
tion  and  names  of  the  reporters. 

Treatises  on  the  law,  and  practice  of  the  law ; 
or  applicable  to  particular  officers  and  jurisdic¬ 
tions  ;  or  on  particular  subjects,  as  conveyancing, 
mercantile  forms  &c. ;  chronologically  arrangtd, 
with  their  titles  and  contents  fully  stated  ;  times 
of  publication,  and  names  of  the  authors  or  com¬ 
pilers  : 

The  catalogue  of  each  state,  accompanied  with 
explanatory  notes  :  The  whole  presenting  a  com¬ 
prehensive  view  of  (domestic)  law  books  in  the 
U.  States,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  year 
1822,  inclusive;  with  some  notices  of foreign  books; 
periodical  miscellanies ,  and  law  collections  in  the 
IT.  States,  and  of  works  in  preparation. 


VI.  COURTS  OF  LAW  AND  EQUITY 
of  the  several  states  : 

Containing  their  names;  style  of  the  judges; 
extent  of  territorial  jurisdiction  ;  general  and 
peculiar  organization  ;  the  jurisdiction ,  origi¬ 
nal,  exclusive,  concurrent,  or  appellate,  of 
each ;  and  over  what  subjects,  civil  and  criminal 
respectively ;  and  the  methods  of  carrying  up 
causes  bv  appeal,  error,  certiorari,  motion  and 
notice  &c. ;  with  various  information  relative  to 
this  important  title. 

Together ,  with  the  rules  of  the  several  supe- 
riour  courts  of  common  law  and  equity  in  each 
state  ;  carefully  revised,  arranged  in  order  ot 
time,  and  numbered  in  arithmetical  progression  ; 
with  an  alphabetical  and  synoptical  Index  to 
their  contents,  respectively ;  and  notes ;  present¬ 
ing  a  great  body  of  useful,  and  many  peculiar  re¬ 
gulations  of  practice.  (1) 

VII.  OF  CONVEYANCES, 

in  the  several  states. 

Requisites  of:  most  usual  deed;  possession  how 
passed ;  technical  words  in,  if  necessary  ;  rules  ol 
construction  and  operation  ;  subscribing  witnesses, 
when  required  and  the  number;  sealing,  when 
necessary;  and  other  requisites  to  the  formal  ^ev- 
fection  of  instruments,  for  the  alienation  of  es¬ 
tates. 

Recording  of  deeds,  mortgages  &c. ;  necessa¬ 
ry  or  not  between  the  parties  and  their  heirs ; 
subsequent  purchasers,  mortgagees,  &c.,  their  pri¬ 
ority  against  unrecorded  deeds;  notice  of  a  prior 
unrecorded  conveyance,  effect  of. 

Entitling  a  deed  to  record :  “  acknowledg¬ 
ment”  by  the  grantors,  or  “  proof”  by  witnesses 
for  that  purpose  ;  courts  and  officers  in  each  state, 
authorised  to  take  acknowledgements  or  proofs  : 
Forms  of  certificates  of  acknowledgments  by  the 
parties,  and  of  proof  by  witnesses  in  court,  or  be- 

(1)  1  would  particularly  direct  the  attention 
of  the  bench  and  bar  in  the  U.  S.  to  the  head  of 
«  Law  Books”  and  of “Rides  of  Court.'1  Lit¬ 
tle  is  hitherto  known  of  the  vast  extent  of  the 
first ,  and  how  deficient  our  libraries  are ,  in  di¬ 
gests  and  works  of  great  merit ,  and  specially 
adapted  to  disseminate  not  only  state  law, 
but  legal  information  of  every  kind ;  and  more 
useful ,  as  they  come  nearer  to  our  peculiar  prac¬ 
tice  and  subjects  which  occasion  legal  contro¬ 
versy,  than  foreign  treatises  and  reports.  At  a 
small  expense ,  gentlemen  might  possess  them¬ 
selves  of  the  latest  digests,  of  the  Statutes  and 
Compendiums  of  practical  law  in  each  state : 

As  to  “Cases”  they  are  now  ably  reported,  and 
the  decisions  themselves  will  be  found  in  many 
states  of  a  very  high  character ,  and  furnishing 
expositions  on  almost  every  question  of  law 
Which  can  arise ;  and  on  subjects  common  to 
'tve.ry  state'. 


fore  office rs  out  of  court ;  drawn  pursuant  to  the 
laws  respecting  them,  and  at  full  length.  Direc¬ 
tions  ;  respecting  the  certificate  ;  seal  of  the  offi¬ 
cer  or  court  to  it,  when  necessary  ;  subscription 
of  the  names  of  grantors  on  acknowledgment,  or 
of  the  witnesses  on  proof,  required  or  not ;  affir¬ 
mations,  how  taken:  Grantors  or  mortgagors, 
in  other  states;  what  officers  or  courts  there, 
may  take  the  acknowledgment  or  proof;  certifi¬ 
cate  of,  how  authenticated,  as  taken  by  the  pro¬ 
per  officer,  &c. 

Grantors  &c.  in  foreign  countries  ;  what  pro¬ 
vision  for  taking  the  acknowledgment  or  proof, 
in  such  cases. 

Grantor  or  witnesses,  dead,  removed  from  the 
state,  or  not  to  be  heard  of;  what  provision  for 
secondary  proof,  as  by  hand  writing  &c. 

Copies  of  deeds,  &cc.  by  whom,  how,  and  at 
what  office  exemplified ;  evidence  on  trial,  in 
what  cases ;  and  when  the  original  must  be  pro¬ 
duced. 

Priority  ;  by  recording  of  deeds,  mortgages 
&c.,  of  real  and  personal  property,  in  the  several 
states;  times  respectively  allowed  after  execu¬ 
tion,  for  this  purpose. 

Married  women;  their  competency  to  con¬ 
vey,  devise  fkc.  in  the  respective  states. 

Joining  in  the  deed  with  the  husband,  when 
required  ;  private  examination  of  the  feme,  when 
necessary ;  what  officers  and  courts,  authorised  to 
take  their  acknowledgments  and  examinations,  in 
and  out  of  the  state  : 

Forms,  of  certificates  at  large,  drawn  pursuant 
to  the  laws  of  each  state;  with  directions  in  all 
cases,  either  where  they  convey  their  own  estates, 
or  relinquish  dower : 

The  whole  accompanied  w  ith  notes,  critical  and 
explanatory  :  Containing  whatever  is  necessary 
to  be  known  by  the  citizens  in  each  state  in  re¬ 
spect  of  their  own  laws,  or  of  the  laws  of  the  se- 

English  books  now,  are  almost  a  dead  expense 
to  the  bar ;  a  bale  of  reports  will  scarcely  fur¬ 
nish  an  importemt  case — here. 

As  to  “  Rules  of  Court  f  those  of  the  higher 
tribunals  will  with  a  few  exceptions  be  found 
in  these  Volumes.  They  have  been  revised  with 
some  care,  and  inform  and  connection  I  hope » 
not  a  little  improved,  accompanied  with  indexes. 
A  reference  to  the  “  Rules  in  the  state  of  JVew 
York ”  for  example,  will  afford  some  view  of  the 
improvement  1  allude  to.  But  it  is  to  the  jurist 
and  lawyer,  to  whom  I  recommend  the  perusal  of 
these  peculiar  codes.  They  show  the  result  of  the 
combined  wisdom  and  ingenuity  of  me7i  versed 
in  law  and  its  obliquities ,  for  a  century  past , 
to  supply  the  defects  of  legislative  regulation , 
and  counteract  the  “  law's  delay."  They  will 
suggest  many  useful  regulations,  and  though 
none  may  pretend  to  be  without  defect,  yet  from 
the  whole ,  might  be  framed  more  perfect  systemf 


veral  states,  on  this  important  head,  relative  to  the 
formal  execution  and  recording  &c.  of  convey¬ 
ances. 

VIII.  JUDGMENTS,  AND  EXECUTIONS, 

in  the  several  states. 

Lien  of,  against  the  alienation  of  the  debtor ,  of 
real  or  personal  property,  when  it  commences. 

Creditors ,  priority  among,  upon  judgments  and 
executions,  how  determined  in  respect  of  real 
or  personal  estate. 

Lien  of  judgments,  on  after  acquired  estate  ; 
and  of  attachment ,  by  the  peculiar  laws  of  the 
New  England  states. 

Different  kinds  of  execution  in  the  several 
states ;  and  effect  of  judgments  and  executions, 
beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  court,  in  the 
same  state.  Sale  of  real  and  personal  estate  on 
executions ;  regulations  concerning  conveyance  by 
the  officer ,  how  made ;  irregular  or  fraudulent 
sale;  relief  against,  summary  or  what  authorised. 

Stop  Laws,  or  enactments  in  the  several 
states,  tending  to  delay  execution,  or  to  impair, 
or  defeat  the  remedy  of  creditors ;  carefully  de¬ 
tailed  according  to  existing  laws. 

Judgments  by  confession ,  in  or  out  of  court ; 
before  or  after  debt  due  ;  prohibited  wholly;  or  to 
what  extent  allowed  and  modified  in  the  several 
states.  Judgments  reversed  after  sale  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  ;  the  debtors  remedy. 

The  Ca.  Sa.  in  what  cases  allowed  ;  how  re¬ 
stricted  in  regard  to  persons,  and  amount. 

Effects,  exempted  from  execution. 

With  notes,  references  to,  and  abstracts  of  state 
enactments  and  judicial  opinions.  Exhibiting, 
an  extensive  outline  of  state  law  and  regulation 
on  the  subjects  embraced  under  this  title. 

IX.  INSOLVENT  LAWS, 
of  the  several  states. 

Persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of ;  exceptions ; 
actual  imprisonment  necessary,  or  when  not; 
methods  of  application  ;  determined  by  court  or 
jury ;  notice  to  creditors ;  time  required  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  discharge  ;  disposition  of  property  surren¬ 
dered;  effect  of  discharge,  as  to  the  person  or 
debt;  peculiar  enactments  &c.  presenting  a  gen¬ 
eral  view  of  the  existing  law  on  this  subject,  in 
the  several  states,  with  notes  &c. 

X.  WILLS  ; 

Alienation  by,  in  the  different  states;  how  re¬ 
strained  ;  formalities  of  execution  to  pass  “  real” 
estate,  in  respect  of  witnesses,  co-attestation, 
signing  &c. 

Revocation  of  wills  of  land,  what  sufficient : 
statute  of  frauds  and  perjuries,  how  far  the  rule  : 

Probate  before  what  officer  or  court ;  manner 
of  proving  where  no  contest ;  how  if  contested  ; 
effect  of  probate  or  rejection,  in  respect  to  the 
heir  or  devisee  of  die  land : 


Will  of  u  personal”  estate ;  formalities  of  exe¬ 
cution,  what  required ;  revocation  of,  what  ;/>ro- 
bate,  how  and  before  whom  ;  will  and  inventory, 
where  deposited  or  recorded  ;  office  copies  by 
whom  and  how  certified ;  when  evidence  on 
trial : 

Proved  in  other  states  or  foreign  countries, 
effect  of;  copies  how  authenticated  ;  evidence,  in 
what  cases : 

Ex'ors  and  adm’rs ,  in  “  another”  state  ;  suits 
by,  if  allowed,  or  how  to  enable  themselves  to 
sue  : 

Peculiar  statute  provisions ;  unborn  children  ; 
implied  revocations  by  marriage  and  issue  ;  after 
acquired  land  &c :  Comprehending  a  general  and 
practical  outline,  of  the  existing  law  in  each  state, 
respecting  the  execution  &c,  of  wills  and  tosta- 
ments,  with  some  notes  and  decisions. 

XI.  DESCENTS; 
the  laiv  of— in  the  several  states : 

Lineal ,  descending  or  ascending,  how  regula¬ 
ted  ;  to  the  half  blood ,  how ;  and  among  colla¬ 
teral  relations ; 

The  numerous  laws  in  some  states,  and  prolix 
enactments  in  others,  on  this  difficult,  complex 
and  important  subject,  being  carefully  reviewed  ; 
the  order  of  succession  in  each  reduced  and  sta¬ 
ted  briefly,  under  distinct  numerical  divisions; 
also,  various  incidental  and  additional  matter  re¬ 
lative  to  propinquity ;  representation  ;  advance¬ 
ment  ;  alienage ;  bastards  &c  ;  with  notes. 

XII.  DISTRIBUTION; 

of  the  personalty  of  intestates ,  in  the  several 
states. 

To  the  widow,  children  and  lineal  descend¬ 
ants  ;  to  ascendants ;  and  among  collateral  rela¬ 
tions  ;  22  and  23  Car.  ii.  c.  10.  and  29  C.  ii.  c.  30. 
how  far  adopted :  Together ,  with  peculiar  en¬ 
actments  in  each  state,  and  relative  to  various 
subjects  of  administration  ;  exhibiting  the  existing 
law  of  the  several  6tates,  as  deduced  from  their 
statutes. 

XIII.  ENTAILS. 

The  law  of  entails ,  as  variously  modified  in 
the  several  states;  with  references  to,  and  ab¬ 
stracts  from  state  laws,  directing  the  manner  of 
barring  the  entail,  by  conveyance  or  otherwise. 

XIV.  DOWER. 

The  law  of,  as  existing  in  the  several  states  ; 
election  of  the  widow,  in  case  of  testamentary 
provision  ;  peculiar  enactments  relative  to  the 
widow  ;  methods  of  recovering  and  barring  dow¬ 
er  &c  ;  with  notes  and  directions. 

XV.  CURTESY : 

The  law  of,  as  existing  and  modified  in  the  se¬ 
veral  states. 


XXVIII.  CHOSES  IN  ACTION: 


XVI.  LIMITATION  OF  SUITS  : 

Times  of,  as  prescribed,  for  real  or  personal 
property,  in  the  several  states ;  savings ,  to  clti- 
zens  and  non-residents ;  peculiar  enactments ; 
points  adjudged ;  notes  &c  :  Containing  various 
information,  under  this  important  head  of  state 
law. 

XVII.  TAXES  : 

Sale  of  lands  for,  in  the  several  states  ;  gener¬ 
al  regulat  ions  ;  notice  ;  time  and  terms  of  redemp¬ 
tion  ;  vesting  in  the  state  ;  advice  to  non-residents; 
abstracts  of  laws,  decisions,  notes  &c  ;  principally 
for  the  use  of  persons  owning  lands,  in  other 
states  than  where  they  dwell. 

XVIII.  ADMINISTRATION : 

(administrators.) 

Right  to,  how  regulated  in  the  several  states  ; 
when  and  by  whom  granted  ;  Security;  duties  of; 
accounting;  31  Ed  Hi.  c.  11,  21.  H.  viii.  c.  5.  in 
force,  or  how  modified ;  peculiar  laws  ;  notes  &c. 

XIX.  ALIENS  : 

Their  disabilities,  and  privileges,  in  respect  to 
holding  and  disposing  of  estates ,  under  the  exist¬ 
ing  laws  of  the  several  states. 

XX.  ALLUVION: 

The  law  respecting  it,  in  the  several  states. 

XXI.  ANTINUPTIAL  CHILDREN: 

Legitimated,  by  after  marriage,  or  not ;  pecu¬ 
liar  laws  of  the  several  states. 

XXII.  ATTACHMENT  : 

Against  non-residents,  and  absconding  debtors’, 
provisions,  in  the  several  states  &c. 

XXIII.  BAIL. 

Laws  respecting,  in  the  several  states. 

XXIV.  BARON  AND  FEME : 

Rights  of,  respectively;  regulated  by  the  law  of 
England,  or  how  modified  in  the  several  states. 

XXV.  BASTARDS: 

Under  common  law  disabilities  or  not ;  peculi¬ 
ar  laws  &c,  in  the  several  states. 

XXVI.  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  AND 
PROMISSORY  NOTES. 

Regulated  by  the  law  of  England,  or  how  mod¬ 
ified  ;  demand  ;  notice  ;  protest ;  liability  over  ; 
damages  on  protest;  peculiar  enactments;  deci¬ 
sions  &c,  in  the  several  states;  and  notes  :  Ex¬ 
hibiting  extensive  information,  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  branch  of  law,  as  variously  modified  in  the 
several  states. 

XXVII.  BOOK  ACCOUNTS  : 

How  recoverable ;  for  what  things  furnished  ; 
when  evidence  ;  interest  oil ;  peculiar  laws  &c,  in 
the  several  states. 


Assignments  of  bonds  &c. ;  assignees  how  to 
sue ;  liability  over,  when,  and  on  what  conditions ; 
peculiar  laws,  in  the  several  states,  with  notes  &c. 

XXIX.  DECREES  IN  CHANCERY  : 

For  money,  how  executed  ;  on  foreclosure  of 
mortgages  ;  and  in  other  cases ;  peculiar  enact¬ 
ments  &c,  in  the  several  states. 

XXX.  DIVORCE : 

For  what  causes ;  by  what  court  granted; 
cause  of,  to  arise  in  the  state,  or  parties  be  resi¬ 
dent  or  not ;  peculiar  laws  and  provisions  com 
cerning,  in  the  several  states. 

XXXI.  ENGLISH  LAW-BOOKS  ; 

Allowed  to  be  read  in  the  state  courts,  or  not;- 
or  under  what  restrictions. 

XXXII.  FISHERY: 

Rights  to,  in  front  of  the  soil  ;  peculiar  laws 
of  the  several  states  &c. 

XXXIII.  FRAUDULENT  CONVEYANCES ; 

To  defeat  creditors  and  purchasers  ;  13  &  27 
El.  if  in  force  ;  peculiar  enactments  &c,  in  the 
several  states. 

XXXIV.  FRAUDS : 

Stat.  29.  C.  ii.  c.  3.  adopted,  or  to  what  extent; 
peculiar  laws  in  the  several  states. 

XXXV.  GUARDIANSHIP :  (Guardians.) 

Who  entitled;  appointed  by  will  or  deed  ;  by 
what  court  granted  ;  their  powers  and  duties  ; 
accounting;  peculiar  laws  &c;  in  each  state  ; 
notes  &c. 

XXXVI.  INSOLVENT  ESTATES; 

of  deceased  persons  : 

Creditors  paid  pro  rata  or  not ;  how  settled  ; 
peculiar  enactments  &c,  in  the  several  states. 

XXXVII.  INTEREST  : 

Regulations,  concerning,  in  the  several  states. 

XXXVIII.  JOINT-TENANCY 

in  lands  : 

As  at  common  law  ;  or  how  modified,  in  the 
several  states ;  notes  &c. 

XXXIX.  LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  : 

Distress  for  rent,  allowed  or  not ;  peculiar  en¬ 
actments  &c,  in  the  several  states. 

XL.  LIFE  ESTATES  : 

Tenants  for,  their  rights  and  liabilities ;  regu¬ 
lated  by  common  law,  or  how  modified  ;  waste ; 
peculiar  enactments  &c,  in  the  several  states. 


x  XLI.  PAYMENT  OF  DEBTS  BY  EX’RS 
AND  ADM’RS. 

Order  and  priority  of ;  pro  rata,  when  ;  con¬ 
fessing  judgments;  sale  of  effects  and  lands ;  and 
pecu  iar  laws  and  regulations  in  the  several 
states ;  notes  &c. 

XLII.  POWERS  OF  ATTORNEY: 

Made  in  other  states,  or  foreign  parts  ;1k>w  to 
he  executed  and  authenticated,  to  be  effectual  in 
the  several  states. 

XLIII.  PUBLICK  OR  PROPRIETARY 
LANDS : 

If  any  for  sale ;  prices  ;  how  applied  for  he, 
in  the  several  states. 

XLIV.  SEALING  OR  NOT  : 

Effect  and  operation  of,  in  respect  of  the  instru¬ 
ment;  if  common  law  governs  ;  or  how  changed; 
scrolls ,  equivalent  to  wax ;  peculiar  laws  &c,  in 
fhe  several  states. 

XLV.  SET-OFF: 

How  regulated,  in  the  several  states. 

XL VI.  TRUSTS: 

Law  of  England  received,  or  how  modified, 
in  the  several  states. 

XLVII.  USES  : 

Stat  27.  //.  viii.  c.  10.  adopted,  or  what  simi¬ 
lar  provisions,  in  the  several  states. 

XLVIH.  USURY: 

Penalties  of,  and  peculiar  laws  respecting,  in 
the  several  states. 

PARTICULAR  NOTICE. 

The  above  mentioned  3d  and  ith  volumes  of  the 
Law  Register,  ivill  be  followed  by  the  1st  and  2d, 
comprehending  the  u  Federal  System,”  and  the 
particulars  falling  under  that  title,  as  mentioned 
in  the  prospectus  published  Jan.  1,  1821 ;  extracts 
from  which ,  are  annexed.  The  reasons  for  this 
anticipation,  are  stated  in  the  note  below. 

Each  of  the  present  Volumes  f  stitched J  will 
exceed  500  pages,  printed  on  fine  paper,  (~  royal 
octavo , _)  and  with  a  new  type* *  There  is  a 
running  title  denoting  the  particular  state,  and 
the  paging  is  continued  in  one  series  through 
both ;  but  the  matter  of  each  state,  is  printed  by 
■self  with  a  title  page,  and  separable  from  the 
others  in  binding  up,  as  may  be  convenient . 

The  whole  except  the  appendix  to  each 
■ *ate ,  J  is  arranged  in  the  form  of  “  Question 
and  Answer,”  from  No.  1.  and  proceeding  in 
arithmetical  order.  A  “  general  Index” 

*  1  be  quantity  of  matter  in  the  2  volumes, 
will  nearly  equal  3  vols.  of  law  reports,  in  com¬ 
mon  octavo  of  the  same  number  of  pages  each. 

* 


is  constructed,  coi' responding  to  the  number 
and  contents  of  each  question  and  answer  / 
and  as  these  are  the  same  and  numbered  alike 
in  each  state,  this  index  serves  for  all.  For  ex¬ 
ample  :  It  is  desired  to  know,  what  “  Books  of 
Reports”  have  been  published  in  Vermont?  By 
recurring  to  this  index  at  “  Reports ,”  it  will  re¬ 
fer  to  No.  14;  and  by  turning  to  No.  14,  the  an¬ 
swer  is  given  for  that  state ;  and  at  JYb.  14, 
(Virginia/or  instance  and )  in  every  other  state, 
will  be  found  an  answer  to  the  question  respect¬ 
ing  reports  of  cases  adjudgedin  such  other  state. 
There  is  also  an  index  to  the  contents  referring 
to  the  page  throughout.  Beside  these ,  there  is 
to  each  appendix,  a  distinct  alphabetical  table  o  f 
contents. 

Gentlemen  in  the  different  states  who  may  de¬ 
sire  to  become  subscribers  to  the  Law  Register, 
or  to  be  f  urnished  with  these  volumes  only,  will 
please  to  signify  their  intention  by  a  line  (postpaid) 
directed  to  “  Mr.  David  Allinson,City  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey.” 

It  would  be  the  wish  of  the  Editor ,  to  deliver 
the  present  volumes  to  his  numerous  subscribers  : 
But  many  of  them  are  so  widely  apart  and  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  place  of  publication ,  and  the  size 
of  the  books  not  admitting  of  carriage  l)y  mail, 
it  is  not  deemed  practicable  to  send  them  to  every 
individual.  The  best  expedient  he  cun  propose 
to  subscribers  ( and  others  who  may  only  desire 
these  particular  volumes )  is,  to  designate  some 
person  or  bookseller  in  any  principal  city  or  town., 
to  whom  they  may  be  sent  on  their  account. 

He  suggests,  the  following  places  -* 

On  the  Ohio,  Pittsburg ,  Cincinnati  and  Lou¬ 
isville  :  On  the  Mississippi,  Natchez  and  New 
Orleans  :  On  the  Atlantic,  or  its  rivers,  at 
any  place  accessible  to  ship  or  steam  boat  naviga¬ 
tion. 

Notwithstanding  this  intimation,  orders  for 
conveyance  in  any  other  way ,  will  be  observed. 

An  early  attention  on  the  part  of  gentlemen, 
who  may  feel  any  disposition  to  patronize  or  pos¬ 
sess  this  work,  to  the  foregoing  suggestion,  will 
enable  the  editor  to  make  arrangements  for  its 
punctual  delivery,  and  tend  to  their  mutual  con¬ 
venience. 


The  subjects  of  these  volumes  and  the 
scope  they  fill,  could  leave  no  question  of 
their  value  if,  in  point  of  execution  and  mat¬ 
ter,  they  actually  correspond  with  the  rep¬ 
resentation  held  out  in  the  table  of  contents. 

My  own  judgment  on  this,  might  perhaps 
be  more  impartial  than  at  first  view  would 
be  supposed,  for  in  reality  I  have  nothing 
at  stake.  The  authorship  is  not  mine,  and  the 
very  small  portion  of  books  which  will  be 
left  after  my  subscribers  are  supplied,  re¬ 
moves  all  apprehension  of  pecuniary  lojsf 


the  disposition  of  that  residue.  I  could 
wish  however,  to  do  justice  to  others  ;  I 
mean  the  gentlemen  who  are  the  contributors 
of  what  is  published. 

In  this  view,  I  hope  it  will  be  allowable  for 
me  to  say,  that  the  work  as  it  progressed, 
was  communicated  to  many  competent  judg¬ 
es,  and  1  could  subjoin  as  many  testimonials 
fn  favour  of  it. 

I  merely  select  out  of  the  number,  those 
which  follow.  They  are  from  gentlemen 
only  known  to  me,  by  their  reputation  and 
competency  to  deckle. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  David  Hoffman , 
Esq-  Professor  of  law  in  the  University  of  Ma- 
ryland. 

**  I  am  much  delighted  with  the  work  as 
far  as  it  has  progressed.  It  will  be  invalua¬ 
ble  to  the  country  at  large,  and  to  me  it  will 
prove  a  “pearl  of  great  price.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from - — — - Rich¬ 

mond ,  Va. 

“Let  me  congratulate  you  on  your  pro¬ 
gress,  which  far  exceeds  my  utmost  expecta¬ 
tions.  I  have  examined  the  important  heads 
of  each  of  the  numbers,  as  they  came  on  :  so 
far,  your  friends  have  every  reason  to  be  sat¬ 
isfied,  and  the  publick  at  large  must  acknowl¬ 
edge,  that  you  have  fulfilled  your  engage¬ 
ments  to  the  letter.”(l) 


(1)  *  have  taken  the  liberty  to  mention  Pro¬ 
fessor  Hoffman  from  the  mere  circumstance  of 
his  publick  situation:  but  -without  his  knowledge 
or  sanction.  The  name  of  the  other  gentleman 

is  with-held  ;  I  know  not  why  it  shoidd  be  ;  but 
have  a  faint  recollection ,  though  quite  on  ano¬ 
ther  point ,  that  I  am  under  some  restriction , 
which  might  reach  in  his  opinion  this  case. 

GENERAL  note. 

At  the  time  I  announced  to  the  public  an  out¬ 
line  of  my  extensive  undertaking  (Jan.  1821.)  I 
was  well  aware  that  many  subjects  connectedwith 
it ,  were  of  so  detached  and  insulated  a  character , 
as  not  easily  to  be  interwoven  with  the  systematic 
scheme  which  I  had  delineated  ;  and  yet  were  not 
only  necessary  to  its  completion ,  but  really  of 
more  importance  to  the  public,  taken  together , 
than  any  single  part  of  it,  and  ought  if  practica¬ 
ble  to  be  frst  executed. 

This  will  be  easily  comprehended,  by  a  survey 
oj  the  several  titles  and  specifications  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  table  of  the  contents  of  the  2  volumes 
about  to  be  published. 

I  did  not  then  however,  entertain  a  thought, 
that  any  diligence  could  enable  me  to  collect  the 


information  on  all  these  heads,  from  2i  stilt 
in  the  time  it  has  been  accomplished. 

But  eventually  to  attain  it,  I  immediately  ad¬ 
dressed  in  a  printed  form,  Questions,  to  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  law  in  each  state,  ( known  to  me  for 
their  experience  and  eminence  at  the  bar )  on  all 
the  subjects  embraced  in  the  several  titles  of  the 
table  above  exhibited,  and  as  there  arranged. 

These  questions  in  number,  are  177,  but  in¬ 
cluding  the  particulars  of  each  principal  inter¬ 
rogation,  amount  to  several  hundred.  They 
were  put  in  a  form  so  discriminated  and  precise 
as,  if  answered ,  the  replies  would  afford  all  ne¬ 
cessary  information. 

In  accomplishing  this  task,  my  correspondents 
had  to  review  the  whole  body  of  the  laws  of  their 
respective  states,  ( compiled  and  in  pamphlets') 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  information  sought, 
were  subjected  to  a  process  of  inquiry  rendered 
extremely  difficult  from  the  minuteness,  no  less 
than  the  extent  of  it.  The  difficulty  of  execu¬ 
tion  was  not  a  little  increased,  by  the  necessity 
they  were  under  from  the  nature  of  this  work,  to 
confine  themselves  to  limits  compatible  with  its 
supposed  design  :  On  the  one  hand  it  was  indis¬ 
pensable  to  avoid  prolixity ,  and  on  the  other  a 
generality ,  which  would  convey  indistinct  views, 
and  defeat  the  main  object  to  be  attained,  viz  ; 
“  information  practically  useful  in  every  state,” 
on  the  points  of  inquiry. 

The  performance  of  the  several  parts,  will  not 
be  found  in  all  respects  equally  full,  or  perhaps 
exact :  Many  circumstances  connected  with  ths 
personal  situations  of  contributors,  and  differ 
ent  views  of  what  I  wished,  will  account  for  this. 
I flatter  myself  however,  that  the  pro  fession  and 
the  publick  will  be  satisfied :  On  my  own  part , 
I  want  terms  in  which  to  express  my  grateful 
feelings  towards  those  gentlemen,  whose  grat¬ 
uitous  labours  have  enabled  me  to  publish  so 
great  a  body  of  information  on  the  subjects  of 
these  questions  ;  local  indeed  to  the  particular 
state ,  and  of  least  consequence  there  ;  but  of 
common  importance  in  every  other.  Imperfec¬ 
tion,  from  the  nature  of  the  case  must  exist ; 
it  would  have  required  a  folio  for  each  state,  to 
remedy  this  ;  and  mistakes  or  omissions  not  un-> 
frequently  must  have  happened ,  from  inherent 
or  accidental  causes,  easily  comprehended,  and 
which  I  doubt  not,  will  be  as  readily  pardoned, 
by  all  who  are  competent  to  decide ,  upon  the  pe¬ 
culiar  difficulties  attending  so  many  minute  de  - 
tails  upon  such  a  variety  of  subjects  ;  and  all 
these,  to  be  reduced  to  the  most  condensed  limits , 
and  composed  not  unfrequently  on  a  sudden, 
and  from  frst  impressions.  While  these  answers 
were  preparing  in  the  different  states,  and  in  a 
course  of  transmission ,  1  was  employed  on  that 
part  of  my  work  which  falls  under  the  head  of  the 
“  Federal  System,”  (the  particulars  of  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  prospectus)  and  hqd  nearly  fin- 


ished  the  1st.  vo l  in  fob.  last ,  (1822,)  much  of  it 
being  then  printed. 

Jit  this  time ,  I  had  received  a  large  portion  of 
MS.  from  the  several  states  ;  and  it  seemed  to 
me  of  so  much  more  immediate  consequence  to  be 
made  public ,  that  1  suspended  -what  was  begum  , 
and  commenced  the  preparation  of  that  for  the  , 
press,  * which  will  now  appear  in  these  volumes 
The  information  they  convey ,  was  promised , 
and  constitutes  an  interesting  a7id perhaps  as  ex¬ 
tensively  useful  a  section,  as  any  in  the  great  and 
arduous  scheme  which  I  have  projected.  Jit 
some  time ,  and  in  some  form  it  must  have  been 
published ,  and  l  feel  persuaded  that  when  it  ap¬ 
pears ,  all  who  take  any  concern  in  the  subjects 
and  success  of  the  Law  Register ,  will  approve  of 
my  determination  to  give  it  the  precedence. 

It  appeared  to  me  at  first,  practicable,  to  com¬ 
prise  the  whole  in  a  single  book ,  of  so  large  a  size 
and  containing  so  much  matter  ;  but  with  allpos¬ 
sible  compression  mid  allowable  reduction  of  the 
manuscripts  received,  it  could  scarcely  be  got  into 
two  ;  a  fact  which  will  create  no  surprise,  when 
it  is  considered,  that  they  contain  a  “  notice  of 
the  laws  and  regidations ”  of  24  states,  on  the  va¬ 
rious  subjects  indicated  in  the  table  of  contents , 
with  much  incidental  matter,  not  strictly  falling 
under  that  description. 

Thus  much  it  seems  incumbent  on  me  to  men¬ 
tion,  at  this  time,  in  assigning  the  motives  which 
induced  me  to  deviate  from  the  order  oj  publish¬ 
ing,  as  laid  down  in  the  general  syllabus  of  my 

design.  — — - 

The  volumes  of  the  Law  Register  about  to  be 
issued,  consist  of  24  books,  (if  they  may  be  so  de¬ 
nominated,')  viz :  one  for  each  state  in  the  union  ; 
comprising  in  a  practical  form,  a  great  body  of 
legal  information ,  or  incident  to  institutions  and 
the  rights  of  persons  and  things  in  such  state  : 

From  the  nature  of  the  sub  jects,  and  the  man_ 
ver  in  which  the  materials  were  of  necessity  col. 
lected ,  it  is  not  equally  complete  in  its  parts , 
or  systematick,  in  the  whole  ;  yet  taken  through¬ 
out,  affords  a  view  of  judicial  establishments,  and 
particular  law  in  each  state,  hitherto  very  little 
known,  and  no  less  striking  from  the  novelty  it 
exhibits ,  than  for  its  obvious  utility  to  all  persons 
who  administer  the  law,  or  whose  rights  and  pro¬ 
perty  depend  on  its  forms  and  execution  in  the 
several  states. 

The  “  Table  of  Contents”  prefixed,  exhibits 
a  very  brief  and  imperfect  view  of  the  matters 
which  will  be  found  in  these  books ,  or  the  la¬ 
bour  employed  by  gentlemen  who  contributed  the 
answers  for  each  state,  and  I  may  add,  of  the 
compiler ,  in  conforming  them  to  his  titles  and  be¬ 
stowing  that  uniform  habit  in  which  they  now  ap¬ 
pear,  without  altering  the  substance,  and  rarely 
venturing  on  any  change  of  language. 

To  professional  gentlemen ,  the  compilation  for 
^restate  in  which  they  reside,  may  be  supposed  as 


not  likely  to  give  them  much  information *  or  any 
considerable  aid  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  their 
business  and  practice. 

The  editor  however  is  not  without  a  hope,  that-  ■ 
many  important  parts  of  their  state  law  and  re¬ 
gulations  collected  from  numerous  statutes,  ori¬ 
ginal  and  supplemental,  digested  under  appro¬ 
priate  titles  and  in  a  small  compmss,  will  afford  to 
them  and  their  students,  many  facilities. 

Such  for  example,  as  the  law  and  forms  re¬ 
specting  conveyances ;  of  judgments  and  execu¬ 
tions  ;  of  wills  and  testaments  ;  of  descents  ;  dis¬ 
tribution  of  estates  on  intestacy;  limitation  of 
suits ;  mid  the  incidental  matter  connected  with 
these  titles. 

And  as  respects  other  individuals  and  officers , 
the  instruction  to  be  found  in  the  comprilement  of 
any  particular  slate ,  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  and 
generally  useful,  to  the  citizens  of  that  state. 
But  the  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  these  vo¬ 
lumes,  to  gentlemen  who  administer  or  practice 
the  law,  and  other  citizens ,  is  the  knowledge  they 
communicate  of  laws  and  regidations  in  all  other 
pjarts  of  the  union. 

In  reference  to  adjoining  states,  as  far  as  they 
respect  the  rights  of  property,  and  prescribe  the 
forms  essential  to  its  transfer  and  security,  a 
knowledge  of  these ,  is  obviously  necessary ,  as 
well  to  professional  men  as  others,  in  such  neigh¬ 
bouring  districts  ;  and  even  in  the  most  distant , 
such  are  the  relations  which  subsist  between  debt¬ 
or  and  creditor,  and  result  from  other  transac¬ 
tions  among  citizens  of  the  several  sta  tes,  infinite¬ 
ly  diversified  and  daily  occurring,  that  to  have 
some  acquaintance  with  their  legal  codes  and  me¬ 
thods  of  proceeding,  would  seem  indisjiensable  .(\) 

The  law  of  “Conveyances  and  Mortgage 
of  “ Judgments  and  executions  ”  of  Insolvency  ” 
of  “ Wills  and  Testaments  /  ’  of  “  Descents  ”  of 
« Distribution  on  intestacy of  “ Limitation  of 
suits ;  ”  of  «  Taxes  ”  of  “  J\otes  and  Bills 
of  Exchange  ”  of  “Assignments ”  and  on 
many  other  subjects  ( indicated  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  table  of  contents  as  it  exists  in  the 
several  states ,)  concerns  or  may  concern  many 
persons  in  every  state,  and  ought  to  be  under¬ 
stood  not  only  by  lawyers  and  judges,  but  all  per¬ 
sons  extensively  engaged  in  business ,  and  con¬ 
cerned  in  landed  property  held  in  their  own 
right  or  under  liens. 

In  respect  to  many  other  titles,  such  as  relate 
to  the  “condition  of  the  bar  the  “ statutes  and 
law  books  of  the  several  states  the  peculiar 
“organization  of  courts  and  modes  of  administer¬ 
ing  justice,  in  each  the  special  “rules  of  prac- 

(1)  A  gentleman  who  furnished  answers  to 
'  my  questions  in  “  Kentucky ”  observes :  “  thou - 
sands  have  been  lost  in  this  state  to  merchants 
and  others  on  the  sea  board  and  in  other  parts  of 
’  the  union,  from  ignorance  of  our  peculiar  laws 
''  respecting  mercantile  notes  and  paper  securities.” 


[8] 


tiee  in  all  these  courts ;”  and  various  other  to- 
pricks  alluded  to  in  the  table ,  they  more  immedi¬ 
ately  concern  the  legal  profession ,  legislators, 
students  of  law  and  general  readers  ;  and  from 
their  importance  and  immediate  connection  -with 
legal  studies  and  knowledge,  cannot  fail  in 
my  opinion  to  impart  both  improvement  and 
pleasure ,  to  all  liberal  and  inquisitive  minds. 

I  must  be  excused  here,  in  adverting  to  the 
progress  and  continuance  of  this  work.  Inqui¬ 
ries  have  been  made,  “ when  the  Law  Register 
would  appear  and  gentlemen  not  acquainted 
with  the  extensive  nature  of  my  undertaking, 
have  asked  when  “my  book ”  would  come  out.  In 
reply  to  the  last  inquiry,  the  answer  will  be  found 
in  the  delineation  of  my  original  design  as  shown 
in  the  prospectus.  It  contemplates,  not  “a  book,” 
but  a  series  of  books  in  the  form  of  an  annual 
compilation  on  the  subjects  of  law,  or  connected 
with  law,  as  there  exhibited. 

In  respect  to  the  “  annual”  appearance  of  the 
Law  Register,  the  year  elapsed  for  the  first  vo¬ 
lume  :  But  in  fact,  one  was  ready  within  the 
time;  yet  as  the  subjects  of  it,  viz:  (i  State 
Laws  and  Regulations ,”  could  not  be  contained 
in  a  single  volume,  I  deemed  it  more  advisable  to 
defer  publication,  until  the  whole  on  this  branch 
was  finished,  which  will  now  be  accomplished,  in 
two. 

A  word  more  on  the  “  nature  and  design  of 
the  work.”  This  is  fully  stated  in  the  pros¬ 
pectus  ;  and  (in  my  judgment,")  it  differs  essenti¬ 
ally  in  its  character  from  books  which  have  been 
published,  and  are  publishing  in  the  form  of  quar¬ 
terly  law  journals  or  magazines :  It  is  more 
a  law  book,  and  systematic  in  its  parts,  and 
intended  more  directly  to  subserve  the  purposes 
of  a  lawyer's  office  and  business,  and  to  assist 
individuals  any  way  concerned  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  law,  and  whose  interests  and  situations 
daily  call  for  a  knowledge  of  its  essential  forms. 

In  stating  thus  much,  it  is  far  from  my  pur¬ 
pose  as  it  wotdd  be  disingenuous  (and  Jruitless 
also,)  to  detract  from  the  merit  and  utility  of 
other  law  publications ,  hearing  any  resemblance 
in  name  or  objects  to  the  Law  Register. 

Magazines  of  the  nature  alluded  to,  are  very 
properly  made  the  repositories  of  more  discursive 
juridical  intelligence  :  They  collect  and  give  to 
the  prof esssion  and  the  publick  at  short  intervals, 
essays  on  constitutional  law  ;  on  civil  and  penal 
reforms;  critical  reviews  and  notices  of  Jor- 
eign  and  domestick  law  works;  of  recent  tri¬ 
als  and  opinions  at  large  of  a  peculiar  or  impor¬ 
tant  character ;  dissertations  upon  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  legal  codes,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  law ;  upon  the  policy  or  right  structure  of 
particidar  branches  of  municipal  regulation, 
such  as  relate  to  pauperism  ;  to  bankruptcy,  and 
insolvency;  in  short  whatever  regards  if  1  may 
99  call  it  “ political  jurisprudence.”  They  are 


also  very  properly  made  the  vehicles  of  lighted 
and  more  attractive  reading  ;  such  as  biographi- 
cal  notices  of  eminent  jurists  or  distinguished 
lawyers  ;  and  of  the  eloquence  of  the  bar  or  the 
senate  :  It  has  been  found  on  experience,  that 
they  cannot  long  sustain  the  double  character  of 
combining  general  disquisitions  and  speculative 
law  literature  and  intelligence ,  with  technical 
detail  and  digested  compilements  of  positive  en¬ 
action 

These  latter,  whatever  be  their  merit,  must  of 
necessity  be  disjointed  and  soon  lost  sight  of  for 
practical  purposes  and  daily  application,  amidst 
the  voluminous  pages  and  diversified  matter  of  a 
general  miscellany,  such  as  I  allude  to.  Such  a 
one  however,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  must  if  well 
conducted,  be  in  universal  request.  The  prac¬ 
tising  members  of  the  bar  in  the  U.  S.  amount 
to  more  than  six  thousand,  (1)  and  when  to 
these  are  added  all  those  in  judicial,  legislative 
or  executive  departments  to  whom  such  a  work 
must  be  officially  useful ,  and  to  these  again  gen¬ 
eral  readers,  it  would  be  disparaging  to  the 
country  to  suppose  a  periodical  miscellany  of  that 
description  could  fail  of  most  ample  support. 

The  “Law  Register ”  is  however,  wholly  of  a 
different  character-.  It  will  be  confined  as  original¬ 
ly  proposed  to  an  annual  volume,  embracing  all 
those  titles  of  positive  law  and  subjects  connected 
with  them ,  indicated  in  the  prospectus.  It  is  prin¬ 
cipally  intended  as  a  compendium  of  law  and 
forms  for  the  lawyer's  office;  and  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  use  of  men  whatever  stations  they  fill,  or 
whatever  interests  they  have  at  stake,  who  are 
seeking  for  law  as  it  is,  to  direct  and  govern 
them  in  the  practical  performance  of  the  duties 
they  owe  to  themselves  and  to  others  ;  and  who , 
for  these  purposes  may  have  at  hand,  such 
abridgments ,  indexes,  and  notices,  as  will  ena¬ 
ble  them,  in  some  degree  to  comprehend  the  vast 
concatenation  of  legal  institutions,  provisions  and 
adjudications  in  the  U.  S.  But  in  addition  to 
these,  accompanied  with  such  other  information 
of  a  more  general  and  miscellaneous  description 


(1)  I  have  the  names  and  places  of  residence 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  from  1 5  states  in 
1821.  In  Maine,  217.  Massachusetts,  521.  N. 
Hampshire,  204.  Vermont ,  220.  Connecticut, 
273.  New  York,  1391.  New  Jersey,  134.  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  417.  Delaware,  32.  Maryland,  175. 
Virginia,  483.  Kentucky,  307.  Ohio,  204.  Geor¬ 
gia,  157.  Louisiana,  106.  Whole  number  i?i  these 
4841. 

In  the  other  9  states ,  viz,  R.  Island,  N.  Car¬ 
olina,  S.  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Al¬ 
abama,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  the  estimated 
number  at  least  1000. 

The  whole  probable  number  in  1822,6000. 

The  judicial  officers  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories ,  cannot  be  less  than  20  thousand ! 


as  cannot  iuell  be  reduced  to  any  exact  classifica- 
tion ,  and  yet  important,  to  the  bar,  to  legislators 
\and  citizens.  \ 

It  must  suffice  at  this  time  however,  to  refer  to 
the  annexed  extracts  from  the  exhibition  of  my 
scheme  as  published  in  Jan.  1821,  in  order  to  dis¬ 
criminate  and  point  out  the  particidar  purposes 
and  objects  to  be  attained  in  the  publication  of 
I  the  Annual  Law  Register. 

u 

Ilf  my  health  bears  me  out ,  it  will  be  continued 
so  long  as  the  labour  it  imposes ,  meets  with  public 
approbation,  and  adequate  reward. 

The  1st  and  2d  volumes,  relative  to  the  “ Fed¬ 
eral  System ,”  will  follow  those  now  to  be  issued, 
comprehending , 

I.  Certain  Publick  Documents  relative  to  the 
U.  States  ;  as  the  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence;  Articles  of  Confederation  of  the  13 
States;  Constitution  of  the  U.  States,  and 
amendments;  certain  Ordinances  of  the  Old 
Congress,  relative  to  Courts,  Territories,  &c. 
with  notes  historical  and  explanatory. 

II.  A  Summary  of  the  whole  Statute  law  of 
the  U.  States,  necessary  to  be  generally 
known ;  correctly  abridged,  and  arranged  un¬ 
der  proper  titles,  such  as, 

- Aliens,  (and  naturalization^)  Army  (and 

navy;)  Census  of  1820;  Congress;  Crimes  and 
Punishments  ;  Departments  (of  government ;) 
Evidence;  Fees;  Fines  and  Forfeitures  ;  Fugi¬ 
tives  ;  Gaols;  Indians  ;  Insolvents  ;  Judiciary  (and 
judicial  system  in  all  its  parts;)  Land  system  of 
the  U.  S. ;  Limitations  ;  Militia  system  ;  Ministers 
(consuls  and  vice-consuls  ;)  Mint;  Oaths;  Offices  ; 
Patents  (copyright,  inventors  ;)  Pensioners  (inva¬ 
lids,  military  bounties;)  Post-Office;  Public  Debt; 
(stocks,  bauks;)  Revenue  ;  (tonnage,  customs,  ta¬ 
riff,  taxes;)  Ships  and  Vessels;  Slaves  (slave 
trade;)  Territories  ;  Treaties  ;  &c. 

HI.  A  Digest,  of  all  Adjudged  Cases,  in  the 
several  Courts  of  the  U.  States ,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  to  the 
present -time,  arranged  under  proper  heads; 
stating,  not  only  the  principal  matter  decid¬ 
ed,  but  incidental  points  and  opinions.  (1) 

IV.  Entries  or  Forms  of  Writs,  Declarations, 
Libels,  Pleadings,  Judgments,  fx.c.  in  the 
District,  Circuit,  and  Supreme  Courts,  of 
the  U.  States,  in  causes  of  Admiralty, 
Equity,  and  Common  Law,  and  in  Criminal 
Proceedings;  and  upon  Appeals,  Writs  of 
Error,  &cc. 

V.  Catalogue  of  Law  Books,  comprehending 
the  Statutes  of  the  several  States,  and  the 
U.  States;  the  Reports  and  Treatises  of  Law 
and  Jurisprudence,  published  in  each  State, 
and  Foreign  Reports,  and  Treatises,  with 
prices  &c. 


VI.  The  Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  of 
the  several  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States. 

VII.  Miscellaneous  matter,  useful  and  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  known,  not  comprised  under  the 
foregoing  divisions,  and  connected  with  the 
Federal  System. 

Extracts,  from  the  Prospectus  of  the  “Annual 
Law  Register  of  the  U.  States,”  as  published 
Jan.  1, 1821.  By  William  Griffith,  Esq.  late 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  U.  States  for  the  3d. 
Circuit. 

The  Editor  proposes  to  make  the  “Law  Regis¬ 
ter”  a  vehicle  of  information,  on  legal  subjects  and 
provisions,  important  in  their  nature,  and  of^erc- 
eral  use  and  application  to  the  citizens  of  the 
union ;  accompanied  by  w'ell  settled  forms  and 
practical  directions. 

It  will  comprise,  as  fundamental  parts  of  the 
work,  beside  various  other  matter 

I.  The  Constitutions  of  the  U.  States,  and  the 

several  States. 

II.  A  Summary  of  all  the  Laws  of  the  U.  States , 

on  the  subjects  of  permanent  and  general 
concern,  arranged  alphabetically  under  pro¬ 
per  titles. 

III.  A  Summary  of  the  Laws  of  the  particular 
States,  and  Territories,  of  permanent  and 
general  concern,  arranged  in  like  manner. 

IV.  A  Digest  of  cases  adjudged,  in  the  Courts 
of  the  TJ.  States,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitusion,  to  the  present  time,  including 
many  adjudications  not  to  be  found  in  books 
of  reports  ;  arranged  alphabetically,  in  a  new 
and  perspicuous  method,  exhibiting  as  well 
the  principal  matter  decided,  as  incidental 
opinions. 

V.  A  Digest  of  cases  adjudged,  in  the  Courts 

of  the  several  States,  to  the  present  time,  on 
the  same  plan.  The  decisions  of  the  Federal 
and  State  Courts  to  be  separately  abridged; 
so  that  while  all  the  American  reports  will 
be  compiled,  those  in  each  State,  and  of  the 
U.  States,  will  be  distinct;  apian  affording 
obvious  advantages. 

VI.  Entries,  of  Forms,  and  Precedents,  of 
Writs,  Pleadings,  Judgments,  Appeals, 
Writs  of  Error,  and  other  proceedings,  in 
the  several  Courts  of  Admiralty,  Law  and 
Equity,  of  the  U.  States. 

VII.  Forms  relative  to  Common  Assurances, 
and  the  Conveyance  of  Real  and  Personal 
property,  &c.  in  the  several  States. 

The  utility  of  these  Sunimaries  of  the  Laws  of 
Congress  and  the  several  State3  ;  Digests  of  ad¬ 
judged  cases;  and  Entries ,  or  Forms;  will  be 
readily  perceived  by  those  conversant  with  the 
subject  ;  and  who  have  not  the  means  or  the  lei¬ 
sure,  to  procure  or  examine  the  voluminous  Sta¬ 
tute  books,  and  Law  reports  at  large, — at  this 


(1)  With  many  hundred  MS.  decisions. 
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time,  sufilcient  to  make  a  considerable  library, 
and  yearly  accumulating. 

In  addition  to  these  heads,  (forming  in  them¬ 
selves  a  full  and  systematiclc  view  of  the  existing 
Codes  of  Law,  constitutional,  civil  and  criminal, 
of  the  American  governments,)  the  Register  will 
contain,  particular  and  continuing — 

1.  NOTICES,  of  Statute  Laws,  and  Judicial  de¬ 
cisions,  respecting  landed  and  personal  pro¬ 
perty.  in  the  U.  States;  such  as  relates  to 
Wills,  Conveyances,  Descents,  Mortgages,  &tc. 
and  the  acquiring  or  disposing  of  real  and  per¬ 
sonal  Estates,  and  the  forms  to  be  observed  in 
order  to  give  effect  to  transactions  of  this  nature, 
in  Courts  of  Justice,  and  to  render  them  valid 
between  the  parties. 

2.  - of  Laws  and  Decisions,  which  relate  to 

taxes,  and  the  means  to  avoid  forfeitures ; 
and  of  Laws  and  practices,  touching  the  con 
dition  and  security  of  titles,  as  affected  by  acts 
of  Limitation,  &c. 

3.  - in  respect  to  aliens,  their  rights  and  dis¬ 

abilities,  and  the  proceedings,  and  forms  to  be 
observed  for  obtaining  naturalization. 

4.  ■■——of  Laws  and  Decisions,  respecting  Pa¬ 
tents,  Copy -right,  &c.  and  the  forms  requi¬ 
red,  in  securing  to  authors  and  Inventors  their 
exclusive  rights. 

5.  -of  laws  and  Decisions  relative  to  Bank¬ 
rupts  and  Insolvents,  in  the  several  States 
and  U.  States ;  and  of  legal  obstructions  or  fa¬ 
cilities,  in  the  recovery  of  debts. 

G.  - of  Laws  and  Decisions,  on  subjects  of 

a  Constitutional  nature,  or  of  general  inter¬ 
est  as  relating  to  Crimes  and  Punishments  ;  to 
Slavery  ;  to  real  and  personal  Estates  :  to  per¬ 
sonal  Injuries ;  to  Creditor  and  Debtor ;  expost 
facto  laws,  and  laws  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts. 


7.  - of  Laws,  Regulations,  and  decisions,  re-’ 

specting  Navigations,  Trade,  and  Com¬ 
merce,  and  which  immediately  concern  those 
engaged  in  commercial  transactions :  such  for 
instance,  as  relate  to  Ships,  and  vessels  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  foreign,  or  coasting  trade  ;  to 
Bottomry  ;  Insurance  ;  Charter  Parties  ;  Bills 
of  Exchange  ;  and  promissory  Notes,  &c.  such 
also  as  respect  the  customs,  and  other  branches 
of  revenue  &c. 

8.  — —  in  respect  of  Publick  Lands,  Stocks, 
Pensions,  Treasury  Payments,  Military  land 
titles,  &c.  with  directions  and  Jorms. 

f).  -  of  Laiv  Books ,  and  Law  Reports  in 

general:  Under  this  head  will  be  exhibited, 
complete  lists  of  books,  comprising  the  Stat¬ 
utes  of  the  U.  -States,  and  particular  States ;  | 


Books  of  Reports ,  foreign  and  domestick;  their- 
prices,  and  where  to  be  procured,  so  that  a 
library  may  be  more  readily  made  up,  or  sup¬ 
plied  by  orders. 

10.  -  of  the  organization  of  Courts  of  Law  ! 

and  Equity  in  the  U.  States,  and  the  several 
States  :  the  names  of  Judges  and  Law  Officers 
in  each  :  the  times  and  places  of  holding  Courts; 
the  terms  of  admitting  attornies  and  counsel¬ 
lors  $tc.  and  whatever  else  is  peculiar  and  im¬ 
portant  in  these  respects. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  preceding  prospec¬ 
tus ,  refers  to  Summaries  and  Digests,  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Statutes,  Laws  and  Decisions  ;  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  object  of  the  work  is,  to  present,  (what  has 
hitherto  been  a  desideratum ,  and  is  becoming 
more  and  more  necessary)  a  “  Compendium  of 
American  Statute  and  Common  Law,  with. 
Forms  and  Precedents/'  sufficiently  expanded 
however,  to  convey  to  the  inquirer,  a  full  and 
correct  knowledge  of  the  subject  under  examina¬ 
tion.  But  besides  this,  it  will  contain  full  ac¬ 
counts  of,  and  references  to  foreign  reports,  and 
judicial  intelligence  of  importance  or  novelty, 
which  may  be  useful  to  Judges,  Professors  of  Law, 
or  others  in  the  U.  States. 

And  generally,  the  Editor  proposes  to  make 
this  a  Repository,  of  all  that  he  deems  useful  t» 
be  known  throughout  the  Union,  falling  within 
the  department  of  “Law. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  this  is  a  work  not 
merely  designed  for  Courts  and  Lawyers;  to 
them  indeed  it  may  yield  much  information,  and 
certainly  relieve  them  from  expense  and  no  small 
share  of  research  and  trouble,  on  many  occasions: 
But  the  Editor  flatters  himself,  it  is  a  publication 
which,  if  executed  as  it  should  be,  will  prove  emi¬ 
nently  useful  to  the  people  of  the  U.  States  at. 
large.” 


TERMS  OF  SUBSCRIPTION. 

“  The  work  to  be  in  Royal  Octavo,  each  vo¬ 
lume  to  contain  at  least  500  pages  closely  printed. 

One  volume  (entire,  or  in  halves  as  may  be 
convenient,)  stitched — will  be  delivered  annually: 
price  to  Subscribers  Jive  dollars  a  volume,  paya¬ 
ble  on  delivery  of  the  volume,  or  the  first  half  of 
any  volume. 

Gentlemen  who  subscribe,  will  please  to  ad¬ 
dress  (POST  PAID)  to  Mr.  David  Allinson , 
City  of  Burlington,  New-Jersey,  designating  their 
residence — and  where  that  is  much  in  the  interi¬ 
or,  naming,  if  convenient,  an  agent,  in  some 
place  near  the  Atlantick  waters. 

Notice  will  be  given  by  the  publisher,  when 
any  part  of  the  work  is  ready  for  delivery. 
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OPINIONS. 

We  have  considered  the  plan  and  purposes  of 
Mr.  Griffith  in  his  prospectus,  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  periodical  Law  Register,  in  the 
United  States,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  they 
promise  a  work  of  great  interest  and  usefulness, 
to  all  persons,  engaged  in  prosecuting  or  admin¬ 
istering  the  law. 

If  nothing  more  had  been  proposed,  but  a  Sum¬ 
mary  of  the  Federal  and  State  systems  of  juris¬ 
prudence,  including  legal  adjudications,  prece¬ 
dents,  and  practical  directions,  that  of  itself,  if  ac¬ 
complished,  would  undoubtedly,  be  a  very  im¬ 
portant  acquisition  to  the  Bar,  and  the  Publick. 

But  it  is  as  a  Periodical  General  Repository  of 
law  intelligence,  that  the  intended  Register  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  possess  peculiar  attraction.  The 
multiplicity  and  diversity  of  municipal  authorities 
and  legal  regulation  in  the  United  States,  respec¬ 
ting  persons  and  things,  are  immense;  and  ne¬ 
cessarily  so,  arising  out  of  the  condition  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  so  many  governments  and  judica¬ 
tures  ;  yet,  from  a  community  of  rights  and  ob¬ 
ligations  among  the  citizens  of  the  Union,  they 
operate  more  or  less  upon  all. 

A  publication  designed,  periodically ,  to  collect, 
methodize  and  condense,  from  bulky  volumes 
and  scattered  memorials,  these  multiplied  and 
varying  materials,  and  to  serve  as  a  history  and 
record  of  passing  legislation,  and  judicial  opinions, 
cannot  but  prove  highly  useful,  we  think  almost  I 
indispensable,  to  practising  Lawyers,  and  gentle¬ 
men  engaged  in  the  daily  prosecution  of  foren- 
sick  and  judicial  employments. 

The  annual  Law  Register,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Griffith,  seems  predicated  upon  this  practical 
basis,  and  promises,  at  a  very  moderate  expense, 
to  accomplish  these  results :  Indeed,  so  obvious  is 
the  utility  of  the  design,  on  its  face,  as  to  make 
it  quite  unnecessary  to  specify  more  particularly 
the  reasons  which  induce  us,  to  express  our  en¬ 
tire  approbation  of  it,  and  to  wish  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Register,  as  a  permanent  and 
widely  extended  Law  Book.  The  only  question 
that  can  be  made  is,  upon  the  execution  of  the 
extensive  plan  which  is  delineated,  in  the  pro¬ 
posals  submitted  by  the  Editor,  and  on  this  point, 
we  think  no  apprehension  need  be  felt. 

A  long  Professional  intercourse  with  Mr.  Grif* 


fith,  at  the  New-Jersey  Bar,  and  the  knowledge 
we  possess  of  his  personal  character  and  qualifi¬ 
cations,  fully  authorize  us  to  say,  that  the  work, 
in  our  opinions,  will  be  conducted  in  a  manner 
adequate  to  its  proposed  objects,  and  satisfactory 
to  the  publick. 

The  conviction  we  entertain,  on  this  head,  as 
well  as  our  high  respect  and  regard  for  the  Edi¬ 
tor,  induce  us  to  hope  that  his  undertaking,  will 
meet  with  encouragement  as  ample,  as  it  musk 
prove  laborious  and  useful ;  and  more  especially, 
we  recommend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bar. 

Richd.  Stockton.  Jos.  M'Iltaxne. 

Aaron  Ogden.  Charles  Ewing. 

Lucius  H.  Stockton.  Garret  D.  Wadi: 

Same.  L.  Southard. 

Trenton ,  JVov.  14 th  1820. 

We  have  read  Mr.  Griffith’s  Prospectus  of  a 
Periodical  Work,  to  be  entitled  “  The  Law  Reg¬ 
ister  of  the  United  States .”  The  utility  of  such 
a  publication  will  readily  be  perceived  by  the 
practising  Lawyer,  in  every  part  of  the  union  :  and 
its  many  advantages  are  fully  pointed  out,  by  the 
very  respectable  gentlemen  who  have  signed  the 
preceding  papers.(l)  We  beg  leave  to  unite  with 
them  in  recommending  it  to  the  American  Pub¬ 
lick,  and,  in  their  wishes  for  its  success.  Mr. 
Griffith  is  personally  known  to  most  of  us  ;  and 
to  all,  by  the  high  rank  he  holds  among  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  Jurists  of  our  Country. — We  there¬ 
fore  entertain  the  fullest  confidence,  that  the 
Law  Register ,  will  be  entitled  to  the  liberal  pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  Profession,  and  add  to  the  reputa¬ 
tion,  which  that  gentleman  now  so  deservedly 
possesses. 

Rich.  Hadison.  David  B.  Ogden. 

Thos.  Addis  Emmet.  John  Wells. 

S.  Jones.  Same.  Boyd. 

Jos.  Ogden  Hoffman. 

Mew  York ,  December  21  stt  1820. 


(1)  Alluding  also  to  the  opinion  of  Jared  In- 
gersoll ,  7 Vm.  Rawle ,  Ch.  Chauncey ,  Horace 
Binney ,  William  Meredith  and  John  Sergeant, 
Esqrs.  expressing  in  very  strong  and  flattering 
terms,  their  approbation  of  the  Editors  design.. 
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